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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 
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9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1-1) Claims 1, 3-6, 7, 8, 9, 11-15, 17, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Smithies et al (US 6091835, filed Feb 1998). 

Regarding claim 1, 7, 8, 9, 17 and 19, Smithies teaches "computer useable ... 
transcript by a user" (ie., method and system for recording ... transcripts ... party's 
electronic affirmation of a document... )(col 7, Summary section). 

Smithies teaches "...performing a first hash ... contents of the electronic 
transcript" (ie., transcript generator ... hash corresponding to the content)(col 14, lines 
5-20). 

Smithies teaches "...concatenating data ... identifying a user" (ie., set the terms 
of document ... transcript generator ... creates secure record)(col 12, lines 28-40)(ie., 
evidence to corroborate ... transcript generation module collects)(col 13, lines 52-60). 

Smithies teaches "...performing a second has operation ... transcript and the 
data" (ie., hash encoding of later copy comparison to previous hash encoding)(col 14, 
lines 14-20). 
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Smithies teaches "...providing for the recording ... the data" (ie., Evidence ... 
Affirmation ... time ... transcript generator ... time stamp ... affirming party)(col 13, line 
52 -col 14, line 4). 

Smithies teaches "...obtaining ... time stamping" (ie., transcript object ... validity 
of affirmation process ... later use in verifying ... passed to client)(col 14, lines 48-60). 

Smithies teaches "...digitally signing the notary record" (ie., ... Act of signing 
...)(col 13, lines 52-67). 

Smithies teaches "...forming an ... data identifying the user" (ie., client sends 
affirmation information to the transcript generator ... in lie 50 or col 14, the recording 
function gathers all the evidentiary components)(col 13, line 52 - col 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 3, 11, Smithies teaches "data includes ... user" (ie., affirming 
party ... identifying party entering affirming data ... password)(col 7, lines 23-30). 

Regarding claim 4, 12, Smithies teaches "data includes ... the user" (ie., ... 
unique secret number ...)(col 7, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 5, 13, Smithies teaches "data includes ... name" (ie., ... party's 
name)(col 7, lines 50-52). 

Regarding claim 6, 14, Smithies teaches "data ... identifies the transcriptase., 
identification data by system that transcript generator collects)(col 13, lines 52-60). 

Regarding claim 15, Smithies teaches " file contains ... transcript" (ie., transcript 
object can be encrypted in a statement file)(col 8, lines 25-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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2) The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2-1) Claims 2, 10, 16, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Smithies et al (as cited above), in view of Blake-Wilson et al 

(US 6336188, filed May 1998). 

Regarding claim 2, 10, Smithies does not teach, but Blake-Wilson teaches "has 

operation is a RIPEMD-160 hash operation" (ie., hash function ... RIPEMD-160)(col 5, 

lines 25-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Smithies to include RIPEMD hashing as taught by Blake-Wilson, 
providing the benefit of authentication key agreement protocols used in digital data 
communication systems (Blake-Wilson, col 1 , lines 4-5, lines 60-65). 

Regarding claims 16, 18, 20, Smithies teaches "file excludes page numbers, 
line numbers, headers, and footers" (ie., the transcript file does not indicate the 
presence of page numbers, line numbers, headers or footers)(Summary section). 
Additionally, has been very common to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use word processor software applications (ie., Microsoft Word,... etc) that 
allow for toggling page number, line numbers, headers and footers off and on 
depending on the user's choice. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gautam Sain whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8777. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (703)305-9792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gautam Sain 




SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



